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David Hertz and Stacy Fong

David Hertz calls it "McKinley 2.0."

The Southern California architect runs a firm called Syndesis

that is well known for its sustainable design expertise and
for developing a “green” concrete called Syndecrete, He first

designed a 2,400-square-foot house for himself and his family

in 1996 in Venice, California, which he dubbed the McKinley

House after the street on which it sits, just a stone’s throw from
the Pacific Ocean. Since then, his family has expanded—he and

his wife now have three children between the ages of eight
and twelve—and after a while he decided maybe the house
needed expanding too. Luckily enough, the property directly
north of the existing house became available. Hertz bought it

and found himself with a lot that had precisely doubled in size,

from 40-by-go feet to 8o-by-go feet.

© The pead heuds heatures doors
of cealified, pustainably hasvested
mahogamy that slide om custom:
dedigred tracks, allowing nesrly
the entire grewnd floar tobe
opened 1o the owtdoors. Solar
panek kiddss on he rool keat
the pool seld,

Hérte's eriginal design for the kouse featured
twa separkle voluames one Bolding the main
resldence and the other, a ground-level gaage
below ellldeens bedrocams, with the twio boxes
linkoed by @ second-story bridge and passagewny.
In designing an addition, he decided to extend that
themee of separate, smallish structunes, each with
its oo wse, and ceeated tvwo new budldings on
the newe lot. By pushing them to ke periphery of
the property, he opened up space in between for a
sepnd-enclosed courtyaed

The result, which Herlz tays was napined hy
Indonesian architecture and is executed ina
#iybe that might be called Balinese Madern, with
mahcgany stairs and trellises, 5 a compound made
apof four discrete two-story buildings linked by
thres enclosed bridges. All four stnactures face onto
the courtyand, which now ifduded a thin lap pecl
wilh its own open-air ehewoer, On Lhe exterior the
buidldings feature rough, poured-in-place cancrebe
walls. On the interior courtyard side. they are
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Veniese, Califormia
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cowered with cast concrete that is smooth and
polished enaugh 1o be nearly reflective.

Omne of the new buildings halds & play recm an
the ground floor and two bedrooms for the kids
on ihe upper stary; it b connected 1o the original
chiMren's bedroom above the garage by a glass-
enclosed hIEEm'I'ﬂ!f. which mears Chal p reew
“children’s ads™ now runs aleng the eastern edge
of the praperty on the second story. The second
miew building holds a paol hoase with a studia
above, which can also be used as a guest house for
wiERars OF &ven, a3 Herrz Fﬁ-ll'i- 19, "fox A parmge band
once the kids get @ little older™ It is connected (o
the kidy' Building by o thied bridge that echoes the
biridge linking the two parts of the ariginal howse
wnd irscbudes & second.foor bathroom designed
fo ghow, like a lantern fleating abowe the ground,
at might,

Thiere was enly cne inag in the whaole process,
Hertz says. As an architect whio thinks of himseld
a & stagnch proponent of green design, the mere
fact of adding that misth 3pace, hosewer msch
his family needed it, nagged at him. “Thene's no
gettng around ke fact.” he says. “that on a parely
ecological lesel 4400 square feet b5 & lat of house
by et af the woekd's standands™

His solution was 1o iry o make i1 the greenest
heruse of its size he'd ever seen. 1 employ green
techrigues in all ry woak,” hi says, “but 've
thaghit of my owen howse—both the original
and now this sdditien —as o kind of case
study, even a working laboratosy, oe mie 1o Live
il environmiental systems, materials, amd
methodalogies.”

A array of twenty solar paneds an the rogd
generates abaut 7o percent of the houses energy
needs. Other sections of the reod are given over
fo flat-plate collectors that provide hot water te
the water heates, which then sends it into the
concrete floog 34 part of 8 mdiant beating system.
Additional hot water iy provided by vacusim
tubdng on the reed, wivich wies a parabadic callectar
ta focws the sun's rays. Al the wood used in the
house has been sustainably harvested, and nuch



Herts usied certified epe,
a tropboal hardwood, on the
baleosy rallings.

Thie same wiood makes up
the tlats that halp skade the
breezeway running along the
leegih of the new wing.

Thee ground oy reases an
exiiting Prandnisan dlab ki &
firish fleon, negating the need
fos addibnkl Basrieg

Mafizrald light is abundant in
the top Beer af the poal howase,
which incbudes 4 “frameless™
dkylight abowe the stalr and
windows placed bo maximize
mafural wepdilabion



The combdmed livimg-dining
soom i hidden fram the Tlaeel
by a poured-in-place concrete
slak, bt 18ght, aly, wnd & aliver of
palm-toee view are hrought in by
operable clerestory windows

o the concrete B Herz's own Syndecrede, wiich
camtaing shout 4i peccant recycled confent and is
twice as lght. with twice the compressive st

of narmihl coneeele. The material act ingide Lhe
hvoizse as a kind of “solar sink” for passive salar
crelyy Lraik iler, stoging Ul hg S s warmsih
during the day—thus keeping it from cretheating
thee Enterior—and then slowly releasing that head
iharing the night

Hertz hopes that by using Syndecrete in
architecturally sophisticaled projects like mis
own residence, he can help speed the adoption of
recycled and ervironmentally friendly prodacts o
vk he calls “a high-end, design-catented markel
segment” that in the past has tumed ap its nose at
HECER &R hiltecture

He woa't Be hurt in that &fort by the charisma
af the house as a whale, which takes full advantage
al 1he balbmy coastal Clsminke of Soulhern CrlEarmin
Wherever potsible, Merte's design blars the

EnEn,

distinctions between invide and cul. T designed

the

howse in the spirit of architects like Budolf

Ach that manney of |y
in the Calioania ¢limat e, whede the I-'||':|.|'.'_ (1A
opens up fothe cutside,” Herlz says. "Heing intnls

climate pome near (e aoran ok fog B 1ot of

these energy-efficient methodologies 1o be used
Enudeed, while Hertz says he was earclul 1o
keep the literal green-design elements hidden,
that strong reglonal sense helped shape the
archilecture of Lhe extersion as well ag the ariginal

house, with walkways and sliding doors designed

1o catchi Lhe ocear br and the froumsd -Tioor
rogms flowing seamilessly into the courtyard

“1 always try to make the sustainable elements
even I they e ambilbaus, subserviens to the
westhelic of the aschitecture,” Herts says. "Bull you
could also say that the way this house responds to

the climiale became (he progerdtar of s farm.
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